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From Gossip to Encouragement 
“Who am I?  I have no respect for justice. I maim without killing. I break hearts and 
ruin lives. I am cruel and malicious and gather strength with age. The more I am 
quoted, the more I am believed. I flourish at every level of society. My victims are 

helpless. They cannot protect themselves against me because I have no name and 
no face. To track me down is impossible. The harder you try, the more elusive I 
become. I’m nobody’s friend. Once I tarnish a reputation, it is never the same. I 

topple governments and ruin marriages. I destroy careers and cause heartache and 
sleepless nights. I wreck churches and separate Christians. I spawn suspicion and 
generate grief, make innocent people cry on their pillows. Even my name hisses. I 

am gossip.” — Author Unknown 

Gossip is very common — at school, at work, and even at church. We have an 
unfortunate fascination with gossip. According to Proverbs 18:8, “The words of a 

gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man's inmost parts.”  When we 
gossip, we feel better about ourselves as we focus on someone else’s 
shortcomings. The New Testament Greek word for “gossip” is psithuristes, meaning 
“a whisperer, ” someone who whispers behind your back with the intention of hurting 
you. 

The problem with gossip is, it can quickly get out of  control. James 3:5-6 states:  
“Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a 
fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body.”  Gossip is a wildf ire which quickly 
spreads. Whenever we keep gossip alive by participating in it, we add more fuel to 
the f ire. The story grows and changes, and makes the victim look worse and worse 
in the eyes of  more and more people. Gossip can be all truth, or part truth, or all 
lies . . . but in every case, it still spreads a negative message and makes someone 
else look bad. The more gossip is heard and passed on, the more likely there will be 
false details in the negative messages, causing even more hurt and confusion. 
Worst of all, gossip destroys community. According to Proverbs 16:28, “A perverse 
man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends.”  In a few seconds, 
gossip can ruin a f riendship which took years to build. People may even leave the 
church when they have been wounded by gossip. 

The Church is the Bride of  Christ. Christ loves the Church and desires that we live in 
holiness. Ephesians 4:29 states: “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that 

it may benefit those who listen.”  As God’s people, we need to move f rom gossip to 
encouragement. We need to focus on building up one another. Here’s a helpful 
acronym to guide what you say about others: 

       T =  is it True? 
       H  =  is it Helpful? 
        I  =  is it Inspiring? 
       N  =  is it Necessary? 
       K  =  is it Kind? 

So, before you speak THINK!  If  someone hurts you, deal directly with that person 
instead of  gossiping with others. If  you are around people who are gossiping, either 
walk away or redirect the conversation to another topic. Use your words to build up 
others instead of tearing them down. Let God be honored in our daily conversations! 

Daniel Matsuda 
Associate Pastor, Youth 
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Annual 

Business 

Meeting 

Sunday, 

February 23 

12:30 p.m. 

Your Board of Deacons and Core Ministry Chairpersons ended 
2013 with a dinner meeting which, in part, celebrated what God did 
during the year. The two groups began 2014 with a Board/Core 
Advance meeting to take a look ahead at where God is leading us 
this year. 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
A year ago, Pastor Steve announced we would be focusing on the 
theme of  “Forgiveness” for 2013. The new theme for this year was 
discussed and will be announced at the GVBC Annual Business 
Meeting on Sunday, February 23 (see page 6 FYI Events Calendar 
for more information about the Business Meeting). 

Make plans now to attend the business meeting. We need a 
quorum of  voting members to attend. Your informed vote as a 
church member is important so please come, have lunch, and be 
informed of the church’s vision for 2014. 

2013 SAW A NET SURPLUS 
In November, church general fund revenue was $116,580 while 
expenses were $110,087. The month of  December saw total 
general fund revenue of  $197,302 with total expenses of $114,340, 
giving us a net gain of $82,962. For the entire year, our church 
received $1,403,731 with total expenses of  $1,241,804. The result 
was a net surplus of $161,927 for 2013. At our February meeting, 
your Board will consider recommendations f rom the Finance 
Committee as to how best to allocate this surplus. 

Your Board approved renewal of  the Christian Community Credit 
Union First Trust Deed loans collateralized by the rental properties 
which the church currently owns on La Salle Avenue and 158th 
Street. These renewals come up for review every f ive years and are 
based on the church’s then-current f inancial health and prevailing 
market conditions. 

NEHEMIAH SUPPORTERS OUTDID THEMSELVES 
Much to our surprise, giving to Nehemiah 4 rose to $81,256 during 
December. To put this number in perspective, the next highest 
amount received during the year was $39,148 in March. Our 
Nehemiah supporters really outdid themselves in the f inal month of 
the year. The current Nehemiah campaign will end next year. 
Therefore, we are starting to look at a Nehemiah 5 campaign so our 
church can continue to pay down its building loans. 

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS APPROVED 
Your Board approved the membership applications of  four 
individuals. Three of  these were f rom the Nichigo congregation 
through Baptism. The fourth individual was f rom the English-
speaking congregation through membership transfer. 

Until next month . . . 
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David & Vera Cheng 
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Calling all voices for GVBC Choirs 
The GVBC choir is now accepting men & 
women (high school age and up) who love 
to sing and/or would love to learn to sing. 

No experience needed. You DO NOT 
have to know how to read music scores. 

Music director Gayle Asato will work with 
you in a group setting or one-on-one in 
your home (f ree of  charge). 

Performing during GVBC services and/or 
special events is optional, not mandatory. 

We meet every: 
Thursday night 

7:00 — 8:30 p.m. 

Room 250 

No signups needed. Just come and join us. 

Upcoming singing events are: 

• First Sunday of each month: First service during the passing of  the Communion 
elements. Next two Sundays we’ll be singing is April 6 and May 4. 

• Sunday, April 20: Easter Sunday Multi-gen Choir will be singing during both f irst 
and second services. 

• Wednesday night, December 3, Friday night, December 5, and Saturday, 
December 6 for two performances: Adult & Multi-gen Choir joining the drama cast 
for “Centennial Christmas” musical. Casting call coming soon. 

For questions or info contact Susie Shelley, ext. 673 or email her at: susie@gvbc,net 
[Adult Choir in subject line]. 

Wendy Katagi directing the Multi-gen Choir 
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AUTHENTIC CHRISTIANITY 
PROFILE OF EVALENE LAM 
BY KATHY AISO 

““““What makes us special is the signature of God in our lives.” — Max Lucado  

Evalene Lam saw authentic Christianity in action and was blessed!  While in high school, 

her f riend, Anne, invited her to church at the Chinese Christian Center (CCC) in Alhambra. 
Evalene began attending the youth group. 

THIS IS GOD’S CAR 

One youth leader, an adult named Sandy, deeply loved the Lord and took her 
commitment to sponsoring the youth group seriously. If  there was a need, Sandy 
would try to f ill it. Because Evalene did not have a means of  transportation to the 
meetings, Sandy volunteered to pick her up and take her home every week. After 
dropping Evalene off, Sandy drove all the way to her home in Orange County. 

Sandy f reely used her vehicle whenever needed for ministry. This impressed 
Evalene. Distance, money, or time was never an issue. “This is God’s car!” Sandy 
told Evalene. Sandy’s Christian example spoke to Evalene then and still speaks to 
her today. She was one of  the inf luences which helped lead her to Christ. 

MISSING OUT SPIRITUALLY 
A major inf luence, which directed Evalene to the Lord, was her education at 
Maryknoll School (MS). Evalene attended the private Catholic school, which is 
located near Little Tokyo in Los Angeles, f rom kindergarten through the 8th grade. 
Maryknoll held religion classes, some of which Evalene attended. In learning about 
God through the classes, one day Evalene sought God by praying on her own and 
asking Him into her heart. Being a non-Catholic and not fully participating in all the 
religious activities, she lef t Maryknoll with a limited perception of God. She also felt a 
sadness, feeling like she was missing out spiritually. 

Years later while in public high school, Evalene came to know the Lord. She accompanied 
her f riend, Anne, to CCC and began learning about Jesus as Savior and Lord. With the help 
of  the youth advisors, Evalene accepted Christ at age 17. Two years later at CCC, she was 
baptized on Easter Sunday. 

MEETING HER FUTURE HUSBAND 
Following graduation in June 1989 f rom Schurr High School in Montebello, Evalene worked 
while sending herself  through college. She began as a psychology major, but — through 
teaching Sunday school — realized her true calling was teaching. Af ter graduating f rom Cal 
State University L.A. (CSULA) with a B.A. in Child Development in June 1994, Evalene took 
a year off f rom school to earn money to pay for further education. While working at Twin 
Bridge Software in Monterey Park, Evalene met her future husband, Tan Lam. 

From the start, Evalene and Tan got along well. She shared her faith with him which 
eventually resulted in Tan attending GVBC’s Sunday morning worship service with her. In 
time, through Pastor Steve Langley, Tan accepted Christ. The Lams were married at San 
Gabriel Hope Christian Fellowship by Pastor Steve Langley in June 2000. 

After working a year at Twin Bridge Sof tware, Evalene returned to CSULA, earning a multi-
subject teaching credential in June 1997. As a college student, Evalene taught preschool. 
Once she received her teaching credentials, she taught 3rd and 4th grade for nine years at 
San Gabriel Unif ied School District. 

A TEACHABLE AND HUMBLE SPIRIT 
Today, Evalene enjoys being a stay-at-home mom to Jacob (age nine) and Jenna (age 
seven). Both Evalene and Tan feel God blessed them with their children who challenge them 
to continually grow spiritually. What Evalene admires about Tan is his, “Teachable and 
humble spirit. Tan will readily apologize if  he feels he is wrong.” 

The Lams have been abundantly blessed by their community group which is led by Pastor 
Daniel & Linda Matsuda. They have been members of  the community group for eight years. 
“It is benef icial to us,” Evalene states, “as well as all the couples. We share about our 
blessings as well as daily issues we face as married couples and parents with young 

(Con�nued on page 5 page) 

Her calling 

was 

teaching 

Tan & Evalene Lam         

Jacob (9 yrs.) & Jenna (7 yrs). 
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Baby Announcement 
 
Congratulations to Russell & Jennifer Komae in the birth of their new baby boy, Camden 
Vinh, who was born on Saturday, January 25. Camden weighed in at 7 lbs. 9 oz. and he was 
191/2 inches long. Proud grandparents are Kent and Jody Komae. 
 

Letters to our church family 
 
Dear GVBC, On behalf  of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry, I would like to thank 
you for your generous donation of $500 [f rom our LOVE Fund]. Your continued generosity will 
enable us to provide food and other goods to needy Gardena residents this year. Thank you 
for your support and assistance in helping the needy in our community. Sincerely, Kelly Fujio, 
Director of Recreation, Human Services, Parks & Facilities Dept., by Evette Benjamin, 
Administrative Aide. 

Right Hand of Fellowship 
 
On Sunday, January 26, the Right Hand of  Fellowship was extended to our new 
members. Welcome Joanne Shoho and Nikki Kikichi to our family. 

Joanne Shoho Nicole “Nikki” Kikichi 

GVBC WEDDING PHOTOS NEEDED 
If  you were married at GVBC, we can scan your picture and post it in the Community Hall 

or hallway on Sunday, February 16 for our Valentine’s Sunday 2014. Please turn them into 

the off ice by February 9. 

children.” At GVBC, Evalene is also involved as a volunteer leader for the Children’s 
Ministry. “I always enjoy working with children so it is a joy to serve in this ministry.” 

PERSEVERANCE IS CRUCIAL TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
Evalene’s favorite Bible verse, Isaiah 40:31, reminds her that perseverance is crucial 
to f inishing the Christian life well. 

“Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; They will mount up 
with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not 
become weary.” 

“I used to run so I know what it’s like to be physically exhausted, but persevere and 
f inish the race,” Evalene shared. Every morning, Evalene carves out a time for daily 
devotions, reading f rom both the Old and New Testaments. She savors this personal 
time with the Lord which gets her day off to a good start. With great determination, 
she perseveres daily in her Christian walk with the goal of f inishing well. 

(Evalene Lam Profile Con�nued from page 4) 

Perseverance 

is crucial to the 

Christian Life 



or be baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve Langley. 
�301 Class Part 1 & 2, Discovering Ministry, (NOTE: 
Part 1 on Sunday, March 2 and Part 2 on Sunday 
March 9). Learn about your unique spiritual gif ts, your 
S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gif ts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, 
Experience) and take the next step in the ministry 
exploration process (prerequisite 101 Class and must 
attend two-part series). Taught by Pastor Daniel 
Matsuda and Susan Wakuta. 
�401 Class, Redef ining My Life’s Mission. Teaches 
you how to redef ine your life’s mission and how you 
can live as a witness to Christ (prerequisite 101 Class). 
Taught by Pastor Chris Koga and Pastoral Intern 
Layne Wakuta. 
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by 
checking off  the appropriate box on the back of your 
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-
mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the 
subject line]. 

Daylight Savings Begins 

Sunday, March 9. Spring forward one hour. 

Praise Night 
Saturday, March 29, 3:00 to 6:00.p.m. in the Community 
Hall. Praise Night is an event where church family and 
f riends are invited to come and see the Greenhouse 
Middle School and 180 High School groups share various 
creative forms of praise and worship to our Lord, such as 
song, dance, dramatic/comedic skits, and more. Everyone 
will have the opportunity to contribute to the Wall of 

Blessings, a wall of  144 envelopes numbered f rom $1.00 
to $144.00. Attendees will be encouraged f ill an envelop 
with the dollar amount specif ied. Proceeds support the 
Youth Camp Scholarship Fund. Complimentary food and 
beverages also served. 

Singspiration  
In celebration of  GVBC’s 100th you’re invited to a 
Singspiration on Sunday, March 30, 3:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
Enjoy ref reshments after the singing. You are welcome to 
bring your own goodies to share. If  you have a hymn or old 
chorus you would like to sing, please let Shig Kawashiri 
know: shig@gvbc.net. 

Mt. Hermon JEMS Summer Camp 
Registration for the Mt Hermon JEMS summer camp is 
now available. When: June 29 - July 5. Where: Mt Hermon 
Christian Camp, Santa Cruz, California. Who: Speakers 
Tony Campolo — morning speaker, Ken Fong of  
Evergreen, LA — evening speaker. Cost: $594 Economy, 
$783 Standard, $963 Deluxe, $110 for 3yo and under, 
$254 4-12. Go to the JEMS website for registration 
application. http://www.jems.org/  

Bilingual Saturday Service 

Saturday, February 8, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Anna 
Osato will be sharing her testimony. The Bilingual Service 
is every second Saturday of the month. Refreshments 
served in Room 201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome. 
For our March 8 Bilingual Service, Pastor Ken Matsuda 
f rom Oasis Chapel in Japan will be here. For more info 
contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. The next 
bilingual service will be February 8. 

Neighborhood 1st Quarter Open Meetings 
Monday, February 10, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., Room 113. Has 
God spoken to you about getting more involved in our 
church ministries?  The Neighborhood Ministry is perfect 
for you. Come to an open meeting held once a month and 
see how you can help in the community outreach. For 
more information or questions, contact Neighborhood 
Ministry at: neighborhood@gvbc.net. Future meetings will 
be held on the Mondays of March 10 and April 7. 

City of Gardena Encouragement Week 
Help GVBC love its city! Bake goods and write 
encouraging notes to show our appreciation to the City of 
Gardena employees who serve our community. From the 
Library to the Fire Station, we’re spreading a lot of  love 
during Valentine's Day week (February 10 – 14). We also 
need help delivering the cookies. Please complete the sign
-up sheet on the Narthex counter and place it in the 
offering bag if  you or your community group would be 
interested in showing our city a little love! Contact GVBC 
Neighborhood Ministry at: neighborhood@gvbc.net. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturdays of  February 15 & March 8, 8:00— 1:00 a.m., 
Community Hall. 

Shizugawa Leather Apparel 
The Shizugawa leather bracelets, key rings and neck 
straps f rom Japan have arrived early!  You can get your 
order on Sunday, February 16 af ter each service in the 
Courtyard. 

President’s Day 

Monday, February 17, Off ice Closed 

Annual Business Meeting 
Sunday, February 23, lunch at 12:30 p.m., meeting to 
follow, Community Hall. Bring your own lunch or purchase 
a delicious box lunch f rom Back Home in Lahaina for $5. 
Includes: 2 types of  meat, rice & salad for $5. Turn in 
registration & monies to Jan at the Narthex Counter. 
DEADLINE: MUST turn in by Sunday, February 16. 

Women's Breakfast 

Saturday, February 22, 8:30 — 11:00 a.m., costs is $5 per 
person. Edna Uratsu will be speaking on "Hello . . . Can 
You Hear Me? Meeting God Daily.” Registration starts 
Sunday, February 2 and ends Sunday, February 16. 

Classes offered at GVBC 
Sunday, March 2, 12:30 — 3:30 p.m. 

�101 Class Membership and Baptism. For high school 
age and up. For those seeking information about 
GVBC and who would like to become a member and/
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FYIFYIFYIFYI    
EVENTS CALENDAR 

Women’s Weekend 
SAVE THE DATE FOR  2014 WOMEN'S WEEKEND 

We will not be having our annual Women's Retreat in March 
as previously planned. Instead, we will have a "Women's 
Weekend" on Friday, October 17 and Saturday, October 18, 
at GVBC. Friday will be a Women's Night of Worship (7:00 — 
9:00 p.m.), and Saturday will be 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. with 
messages, crafts, workshops, etc. Please save the date!  
Details to follow. 
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ONLINE GIVING 

Don’t have a check handy?  You can give online!  
Check our website at www.gvbc.net, “Give” 
for various opportunities to donate. 

FINANCIAL REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE 

Available online Wednesday, February 19 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies in the GVBC Narthex 
and in the back of  the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, February 16. 

$1,200,000

$1,250,000

$1,300,000

$1,350,000

$1,400,000

$1,450,000

January -

December

Adopted
budget

Income
received

Expenses

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 
 

FROM     IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 
 
Betty Oshiro    Henry & Rob Oshiro 
Emiko Takusagawa   Hiroshi Takusagawa 
Walter Hokama   Carol Hokama 
Norman & Mardy Maehara  George Nakayama 
 
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones go into the Col-
lege Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 

$90,000

$110,000

$130,000

$150,000

$170,000

$190,000

$210,000

Month of

December

Income

received

Expenses

100TH ANNIVERSARY APPAREL ORDERS 

Order your GVBC 100th Anniversary T-Shirts, Polo Shirts, and/or Sweatshirts after 
the worship services on Sundays. 

DEADLINE:  Order forms & payments will be collected until February 9 and orders 
should be f illed by the end of  March. 

Check out the display in the Courtyard to see samples of the colors and sizes 
available. Leave your order form and payment with the 100th Anniversary Committee 
member in the Courtyard. 
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 Steve Langle y Senior Pastor ex t 0 

 Daniel  Mats uda  Associate Pastor , Youth  ext 681  

 Eij i Osato Associate Pastor , Nichigo ext  676  

 James Cha ng Assistan t Pastor, Neighborhood  ext 679  

 Annet te  Kaki moto Assistan t Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext 680   

 Chris  Koga  Assistan t Pastor , Coll ege ext 685   

 Layne Waku ta  Pas toral Intern, Middle School  ext 684  

 Susa n Wak uta  Elementary Children ’s  Director  ext 689  

 Michelle  Koga  Nursery Director   

 J.J. Fre y Wo rship Coordinato r  

 Wendy Naka no Office Manager  ext 672  

 Peggy Kus higemac hi  Fin ancial Assi stan t ext  675  

 Jan Ma gna ni  Secretary ext 67 1  

 Rei Abe  Ni chigo Secretary  ext 677  

 Aubre y Ma tsunami  Christi an  Educ. Secretary ex t 678  

 Susie Shel ley Newsletter Editor ex t 673  

 Socorr o “Coc o” Kaga wa  Main tenance Ass t 

 Gerald Ma ye waki  Main tenance, AV Asst.  

 Robert Kato Sunday Services, Assistan t 
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GVBC Staff Worship Schedule 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School concurrent 

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m. 
Children ’s  Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206 

 

The Bride of Christ 
 

Sunday, February 9 
Special Speaker:  
Pastor Gary Tawa 

Cerritos Baptist Church 
 

Sunday, February 16 
Pastor James Chang  

 

Sunday, February 23 
Pastor Steve Langley 


